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How to Evaluate
Your Dual Language

2 Program:
., A Beginner’s Toolkit

by Kathryn Lindholm-Leary,
Gary Hargett & Judy Lambert

DO DUAL LANGUAGE PROGRAMS WORK?

Do students in dual language programs develop appropriate
bilingual and academic competencies?

If you answered “YES” to this question, how do you know these programs work? These are common questions asked by
parents, principals, teachers, superintendents, school board members, legislators, community members and journalists. Few
educators and parents are willing to support a program based on a hunch that it might work.They want proof and data that
the program is successful. These days, there are many discussions about proof and accountability. This issue tends to
permeate discussions at the local, state and national levels in the current era of rigorous standards and escalating pressure
to demonstrate the academic competencies of students. In this accountability era, we must be able to demonstrate that dual
language programs work—and that they work for all student participants: English Learners, native English speakers, students
of different ethnic and socio-economic backgrounds, and special needs students. The Toolkit offers dual language programs
the chance to highlight their accomplishments in relation to other program models within a district, something that is very
important in the accountability age.Title lil requires districts to use evaluation data to make such decisions as whether to
continue certain kinds of programs.This is a level of analysis that simple AMAO reporting does not always allow. The Toolkit
can help a dual language program prove its worth even if districtwide, AMAOs are not being met.
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